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Wyoming Smoking Rates 
Remain Constant 
Smoking rates for Wyoming and the United States 
have remained constant (between 20% and 25%) from 
1994 to 2006.1,2 In 2006, in Wyoming, 21% of males 
and 22% of females were smokers.2 
 
Percentage of Current Smokers in Wyoming and 
in the United States, 1994–20061,2* 

Those Who Have Never 
Smoked in the Majority 
In both the U.S. and Wyoming, those who have never 
smoked outnumber former and current smokers 
combined. In 2006, 20% of U.S. respondents were 
current smokers, 25% were former smokers, and 55% 
had never smoked.1 In 2006, in Wyoming, former 
smokers (25%) outnumbered current smokers (22%), 
and those who had never smoked (54%) outnumbered 
both.2  
 

Smoking Status of Wyoming Residents, 2002–
20062‡ 

 
 

Percentage of Heavy 
Smokers Declining 
The percentage of heavy smokers (i.e., smokers 
consuming more than 25 cigarettes a day) declined in 
Wyoming from 19% in 2002 to 14% in 2007.3 In 
2006, about 14% of U. S. smokers smoked more than 
25 cigarettes per day.4§ 
 
Percentage of Heavy Smokers in Wyoming and 
the United States, 2002–20073,4§ 

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Current Smoker 24% 25% 22% 21% 22%
Former Smoker 27% 26% 25% 27% 25%
Never Smoked 50% 49% 53% 52% 54%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge
 of

 W
Y 

Re
si

de
nt

s

2002 2004 2006 2007
Wyoming 19% 11% 9% 14%
U.S. 14% 12% 12%
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1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Wyoming 21% 22% 25% 24% 23% 24% 24% 22% 24% 25% 22% 21% 22%
U.S. 23% 23% 23% 23% 23% 23% 23% 23% 23% 22% 21% 21% 20%
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Every day Smokers 
Outnumber Occasional 
Smokers  
In Wyoming, the percentage of every day smokers 
decreased slightly between 2002 and 2006 (from 19% 
to 16%), while the percentage of some day smokers 
remained stable at approximately 5%.2 Wyoming’s 
percentages of every day and some day smokers are 
similar to national percentages for the same time 
period.1 
 
Smoking Frequency of Wyoming and U.S. 
Smokers, 2002–20061,2† 

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Wyoming Every 

Day 19% 20% 17% 16% 16%

U.S. Every Day 18% 17% 16% 15% 15%
Wyoming Some 

Days 4% 5% 5% 5% 5%

U.S. Some Days 5% 5% 5% 5% 5%
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*Current smokers are those who reported smoking at least 100 
cigarettes in their lifetime and currently smoke every day or 
some days. 
†Of respondents who reported smoking 100 cigarettes or more 
in their lifetime.  
‡Percentages do not total 100% because of rounding. 
§Data from 2007 for the U.S. are not yet available. 
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People with Less Education 
More Likely to Smoke 
• Smoking prevalence among Wyoming residents with 

less than a high school diploma is relatively high (44% 
in 2006). 2 

• Smoking prevalence among Wyoming residents who are 
college graduates is relatively low (8% in 2006).2 

 
Percentage of Current Smokers in Wyoming, by 
Education Level, 1996–20062 

 
 
Similar disparities exist on a national level.1 However, the 
difference among education groups is somewhat greater in 
Wyoming than in the United States as a whole.  For 
example, the 36 percentage point difference between 
Wyoming’s smoking prevalence of 44%2 for those with 
less than a high school education and of 8% for those with 
a college degree is significantly greater than the 22 
percentage point difference between the U.S. percentages 
of 32% and 10%, respectively.1 
 
Percentage of Current Smokers with Less than a 
High School Degree vs. College Graduates in 
Wyoming and in the United States, 1996–20061,2 

 

1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 2005 2006
< High School Degree 37% 33% 39% 43% 39% 38% 44%
High School Degree/ 

GED 31% 28% 29% 29% 29% 27% 29%

Some Post-High 
School 24% 23% 26% 22% 21% 24% 20%

College Graduate 13% 12% 10% 13% 10% 8% 8%
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1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 2005 2006
WY Less than High 

School 37% 33% 39% 43% 39% 38% 44%

U.S. Less than High 
School 32% 32% 31% 34% 33% 31% 32%

WY College Graduates 13% 12% 10% 13% 10% 8% 8%
U.S. College Graduates 13% 12% 12% 13% 11% 11% 10%
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People with Lower Income 
More Likely to Smoke 
• Smoking prevalence among Wyoming residents earning 

less than $15,000 annually is relatively high (33% in 
2006).2 

• Smoking prevalence among Wyoming residents earning 
more than $50,000 annually is relatively low (18% in 
2006). 2 
 

Percentage of Current Smokers in Wyoming by 
Income, 1996–20062 

 
 

Similar disparities exist on a national level. In 2006, in the 
U.S., 28% of people earning $15,000 or less annually were 
smokers, but only 13% of those earning more than $50,000 
annually were smokers.1 
 

Younger People More Likely to 
Smoke 
• Since 2004, the Wyoming smoking prevalence for those 

between 35 and 54 years of age has remained stable at 
around 23%.2 

• Wyoming smoking prevalence for those between 18 and 
34 years of age (the youngest age group surveyed) rose to 
29% in 2000 and has remained stable, since then, at 
around 28%.2 

 

Percentage of Current Smokers in Wyoming, by Age, 
1996–20062 

1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 2005 2006
< $15,000 31% 31% 30% 35% 33% 31% 33%
$15,000-$24,999 30% 28% 27% 31% 28% 31% 32%
$25,000-$34,999 25% 27% 29% 25% 29% 26% 24%
$35,000-$49,999 24% 20% 24% 23% 20% 20% 21%
≥ $50,000 17% 14% 16% 16% 16% 16% 18%
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1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 2005 2006
18-34 24% 25% 29% 28% 29% 28% 28%
35-54 29% 27% 27% 25% 23% 22% 23%
55-64 23% 18% 18% 22% 18% 18% 19%
65+ 14% 12% 11% 13% 10% 10% 10%
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